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,Thank you for your time when we met last week to discuss how we can work together to support
General Aviation and the wider aviation sector. With SL cross-party Members from both Houses, the

All-Party Parliamentary Group (APPG) on General Aviation is one of the biggest in the current
Parliament.
As you

will recall from our discussion, the number of licensed airfields has dramatically reduced from
over 250 in 1998 to just 96 today. This is therefore an urgent transport issue which can no longer afford
inaction. I was encouraged by your pledge to come back to the Parliamentary Group with your response
within three months - by 14tt' February 2018. I am confident that the Department for Transport will
now occupy its proper sponsoring role going forward.
General Aviation provides grassroots support for a combined aviation output of f53 billion a year to the
UK economy. f3 billion of this comes directly from General Aviation, but more to the point, we cannot
have that wider aviation sector - pilot training, advanced mechanics, avionics, etc. - without the 38,000
people employed in high-tech General Aviation-related jobs. So, fulsome Whitehall sponsorship is
urgently required. This is not a direct appeal for money or finance. lt is, rather, to have Department for
Transport as the appropriate sponsoring department appreciate its own role in fighting for a level
playing field on matters of planning, taxation and regulation, in order to protect the interests of a key
sector in which the United Kingdom has a strong claim to world leadership.
As I said last week, the Parliamentary Group wants to work closely with Aviation Minister Baroness Sugg
and the Government more broadly to ensure this sector's survival and growth.
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website: www.senerataviationapps.uk

It is clear that the Department for Transport needs to vigorously argue the case for General Aviation,
particularly with the Department for Communities and Local Government (planning policies are
destroying are remaining airfields), the Ministry of Defence (disused military airfields where civilian
flying is taking place), the Department for Business, Energy & lndustrial Strategy (the world will need
600,000 new pilots in the next 20 years) and HM Treasury (tax on fuel and training mean aviation is at
disadvantage to other professions).
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We want to see airfields given explicit legislative protection in the National Planning Policy Framework,
'with the Civil Aviation Authority urgently given the remit of safeguarding airfields when planning
applications are made that threaten our last 96 licensed airfields with closure.

It is criticalthat we recognise our airfields are a scarce national asset which we can effectively never
rebuild. You already appreciate how difficult it is to provide just a single additional runway. Yet we are
merrily allowing airfields to close down every month. You are in a position to alter policy direction,
before it is simply too late.

that you will be speaking to colleagues across Government with the aim of producing an action
plan within three months. The All-Party Parliamentary Group looks forward to discussing your plan in
due course. Thank you again for your time.
I know

Yours ever

The Rt Hon Grant Shapps MP
Chair of the All-Party Parliamentary Group on General Aviation
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